Dynamic Dinosaurs!
(Kindergarten)
Fullfills curriculum standards:
· Writing Standards, Research to Build and Present Knowledge, Kindergarten-With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
· Speaking and Listening Standards, Comprehension and Collaboration, Kindergarten-Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.
· Speaking and Listening Standards, Comprehension and Collaboration, Kindergarten-Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Museum Activities:

1. As you enter the exhibit, you’ll come face-to-face with the largest meat-eating dinosaur that ever lived in the United States.  Did you know that the T. rex is more like a bird than like a crocodile? How? It has a wishbone, its hip socket is hollow, the belly is off the ground, and it walks on its three middle toes.
2. Explore the interactive stations of the Sue exhibit.  Students have the opportunity to “see like a dinosaur,” and the casts of Sue’s bones are touchable.  They include an arm bone, tail bone, rib, and teeth.
3. As you walk up the ramp to the next exhibit, “How to Raise a Dinosaur” remind the students that because the T. rex shared the hip bone similarities with birds, they most likely walked like birds. Ask them to walk like a bird. 
4. As you move through “How to Build a Dinosaur,” ask students to find the dinosaurs that start with the following letters:
A B   C   D


--Ask students if they can tell which of these dinosaurs were a:

a.  Long neck


b. Sharp tooth


c. Flyer


5. The three cases along the back wall contain the neck bones of a dinosaur called Barosaurus. As you can imagine, this was one big dinosaur! This specimen is believed to have been at least 83 feet long. Have the whole class stand shoulder to shoulder in front of the cases and count how many kids it takes to equal one Barosaurus neck!

Class Activity:

1. Use the T. Rex skeleton below to color your own dinosaur.
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2. Using what you learned at the museum, have a class discussion on which are the students’ favorite dinosaurs and why they like the one they chose.










Helpful Web sites: 
http://www.dinodatabase.com/
http://www.dinodictionary.com/ 
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