How Were Dinosaurs Like Me?
(First Grade)
Fulfills Curriculum Standards:
· Language Standards, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use, Grade 1- With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent.
· Writing Standards K-5, Text Types and Purposes (1-3), Production and Distribution of Writing (5-6), Research to Build and Present Knowledge (7-8), Grade 1
· Introduction to the systems of the human body and associated body parts.

A T.rex Named Sue

1. Ask students to take a look at the Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton. How is it similar to your skeleton? Point out the following features:
· Skull-can you count how many teeth this T. rex has?
· Backbone-can you count how many backbones (vertebrae) this T. rex has?
· Two legs with foot and toe bones
· Pelvis (hip bone)
· Two arms with hand and finger bones

2. Ask students what they notice (observe) about Sue. Encourage them to be detailed and specific.
· Have students speculate about how Sue lived and behaved based on what they see.

3.   As a follow-up activity in the classroom, have students use their observations and speculation as a foundation for a class story about Sue. Where did she live? What did she eat? How did she die?
· Assign each student a section of the story to illustrate.

How to Raise a Dinosaur

Same or Different?
Explain to students that, just like they saw in Sue, all vertebrate skeletons have the same basic anatomy, so it is important that you learn to see the shapes of bones. If you know the bones of a human skeleton, then you are very close to understanding dinosaur skeletons. Find the display that contains a human, and a Dryosaurus dinosaur skeleton mounted next to each other. The bones are color-mapped to show how similar we are to dinosaurs, as well as the differences.  Below is a worksheet for students to complete.





First Grade Student Worksheet
Can you name the body parts that you share with dinosaurs?

Red_______________________________________________________________________________

Pink_______________________________________________________________________________

Brown_____________________________________________________________________________

Blue_______________________________________________________________________________

Purple______________________________________________________________________________













Teacher Key

Can you name the body parts that you share with dinosaurs?

Red—head (skull)

Pink—neck bones (vertebrae)

Brown—foot (made up of metatarsal bones and phalanges)

Blue—hand (made up of metacarpal bones and phalanges)

Purple—back bones (vertebrae or spine)



