Extinct Equations 
(Fifth and Sixth Grade)
Fulfills Curriculum Standards:
Grade 5-Measurement and Data:
· Convert like measurement units within a given measurement system
· Represent and interpret data

Grade 5-Operations and Algebraic Thinking:
· Write and interpret numerical expressions
· Analyze patterns and relationships

Grade 6-The Number System
· Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by fractions
· Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and multiples
·  Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers

During their visit, students will measure the length of various dinosaurs using their own feet. Students can work in pairs, one doing the measuring toe-to-heel, while the other person records the data. Back at the classroom, students will use simple calculations to change their measurements from “feet” to centimeters. Students will then use these measurements to create a simple bar graph.

Note: The average length of each of the dinosaurs they will be measuring is printed on their signs. Discourage students from just copying that number.  Have them compare the specimen they measure to what’s listed on the sign.

Measure these dinosaurs:

first floor: Tyrannosaurus rex
second floor: Allosaurus, Hesperosaurus, Stegosaurus, Camptosaurus, Ceratosaurus, Dryosaurus altus, Goniopholis gilmorei

Students can record their measurements in the chart on the next page.

Back in the Classroom: 
Students can use the attached graph to turn their recorded measurements in to a bar graph. Have them determine what the label should be for the vertical axis (centimeters).
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